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Cover Notes:

The term “Dongfang Jingzhong” (& 77 & %) is drawn from the inscription of the Stele of the
Propagation of the Auspicious Teaching of the Great Qin in the Central Territory,
specifically the line: “Shi fazhu seng Ningshu zhi dongfang zhi Jingzhong ye” (B i% £ ¢ &
# 40 F 7 2 & F L), which may be rendered, “At that time, the Catholicos-Patriarch Mar
Hnanisho had charge of the Christian community to the East.”

The original Syriac title, <x.10 ~ioiaas <1ia iaw, may be rendered literally as “The Order
of the Mysteries of the Holy Offering.” The term ~iae denotes the structure and sequence of
the liturgy; ~vire refers to sacramental mysteries; and .10 =530 designates the Holy
Qurbana itself, that is, the Church’s sacramental presentation and offering of Christ’s
redemptive sacrifice within the liturgical act. A fully literal rendering, however, would be
cumbersome in Chinese and less suited for practical liturgical use. The present translation
therefore adopts the concise title “Holy Qurbana” (2 824 {%), which adequately
encompasses its structural, sacramental, and oblationary dimensions, while the fuller
theological implications are addressed within the text and accompanying notes.

This historic Holy Qurbana of the Dongfang Jingzhong has, in recent years, been celebrated
three times in China by the Catholicos-Patriarch Mar Awa IlI, then Bishop of the Assyrian
Church of the East, Diocese of California. These celebrations took place on October 6, 2010,
in Hong Kong; October 28, 2012, in Xi’an; and October 29, 2012, in Hong Kong.
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His Holiness Mar Awa III, Catholicos-Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the
East, together with the translator Dr. David Tam, before the Jingjiao Stele at the
Hong Kong Institute of Jingjiao Studies, 18 October 2025.
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The Catholicos-Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East, His Holiness Mar

Awa II1, hereby grants this imprimatur, authorizing the publication of this
revised Chinese translation of the Holy Qurbana
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Letter of His Holiness Mar Awa III, Catholicos-Patriarch of the Church of
the East (Dongfang zhi Jingzhong)

All glory and thanksgiving are offered to God. It is with gratitude and reverent devotion that,
as Catholicos-Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East, I hereby give my imprimatur for
the publication of this revised Chinese translation of the Holy Qurbana of the Church of the

East.

At the heart of the Holy Qurbana of the Church of the East stands the Anaphora, the central
Eucharistic prayer transmitted by the blessed Apostles Mar Addai and Mar Mari. As one of
the most ancient Eucharistic anaphoras still in continuous use, it bears living witness to the
enduring continuity of the Church of the East’s faith and worship across centuries, languages,
and cultures. The rendering of this liturgy into Chinese also reawakens, within a
contemporary context, the historic encounter between the Church of the East and China
during the Tang dynasty, when the Christian faith, known as Jingjiao, first entered China and
came to be understood, interpreted, and articulated through the Chinese language and cultural
world.

This translation has been intentionally released on a day of profound historical significance.
One thousand two hundred and forty-five years ago, the inscription of the Stele of the
Propagation of the Auspicious Teaching of the Great Qin in the Central Territory records:
“In the second year of the Jianzhong era of the Great Tang, in the cyclical year Zuoe, on the
seventh day of the Taicu month, on Dayao Senwen Day (Sunday), [this stele] was erected; at

that time, the Catholicos-Patriarch, Mar Hnanisho, presided over the Jingjiao community of
the East (the Church of the East).” To present a Chinese translation of the Holy Qurbana on

the same calendar day more than a millennium later is both a profound echo of the moment
when Jingjiao first took root in China and a solemn commemoration of a faith testimony that
has endured across the ages. Of particular note is the figure of the Catholicos-Patriarch, Mar
Hnanisho, recorded in the stele. He remains, to our present knowledge, the only Catholicos-
Patriarch of the Church of the East whose name and office entered directly into the written
historical and lexical record of China. His inscription in a Chinese monumental text signifies
the Church of the East’s identifiable and acknowledged presence within Tang-dynasty China.
That a Chinese translation of the Holy Qurbana is now issued by his successor establishes a
line of historical and theological continuity, linking ecclesial office and faith transmission
across the centuries.

This translation is the culmination of Dr. David Tam’s many years of sustained scholarly
work, grounded in his in-depth study of ancient Jingjiao texts and his careful engagement
with the liturgical tradition of the Church of the East. Building upon these foundations, the
present revision further demonstrates rigorous philological analysis, nuanced theological
attention, and a precise command of the resources of the Chinese language and conceptual
world. Its translational approach takes the Syriac liturgical text as its principal reference point
and has been refined through repeated cross-checking against the Church’s received liturgical
practice and existing translations across the tradition.

This translation has also benefited from the generous guidance and review of distinguished
scholars in the field of Jingjiao studies. I wish especially to express my gratitude to
Professors Zhu Donghua, Niu Ruji, and Ge Chengyong for their valuable counsel on both
methodological questions and textual presentation.
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May this Chinese translation serve as a bridge by which Chinese-speaking faithful may draw
nearer to the East Syriac liturgical tradition, deepening prayer, spiritual formation, and
ecclesial communion. May it also help the Church’s confession of faith in the mystery of the
Holy Qurbana be heard, received, and handed on within the Chinese language and cultural
world.

May this work also encourage sustained dialogue between ecclesial tradition and scholarly
inquiry, and contribute to a fuller understanding of the historical and theological contours of
Christianity in China.

T Mar Awa III
Catholicos-Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East

23 February 2026

Commemorating the 1245th Anniversary of the Erection of the Stele of the Propagation of
the Auspicious Teaching of the Great Qin in the Central Territory
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Director’s Foreword

Hong Kong Institute of Jingjiao Studies

The publication of (¥ 7 & % 2 EE#E# ) marks a significant moment for the Hong
Kong Institute of Jingjiao Studies and for the broader study of ancient Chinese Christianity.
For many years, Jingjiao research has focused primarily on epigraphy, manuscript studies,
and historical reconstruction. Yet the Jingjiao tradition was not merely textual or intellectual,
it was liturgical, sacramental, and embodied in worship. To recover the liturgical voice of the
Church of the East in Chinese is therefore not an antiquarian exercise, but a restoration of a
living theological horizon.

This revised translation of the Holy Qurbana, according to the Liturgy of Mar Addai and Mar
Mari, represents the fruit of sustained linguistic study, historical reflection, and theological
discernment. By working directly from the Syriac original while consciously engaging the
vocabulary of Tang-dynasty Jingjiao sources, the translation seeks to bridge two historical
worlds: the East Syriac liturgical tradition and the classical Chinese Christian register
preserved in the Dunhuang manuscripts and the Jingjiao Stele. The decision to retain terms
such as Tianzun, Yishen, Shizun, Mishihe, Yisu, and Jingfeng is not stylistic nostalgia, but an
affirmation that the Church of the East once spoke in Chinese with its own theological
integrity.

The establishment of HKIJS reflects a sustained scholarly commitment to advancing research
on the Jingjiao heritage through philological rigor, comparative methodology, and historical
contextualization. This publication extends that commitment into the domain of liturgical
theology. It reminds us that the texts preserved at Dunhuang and Xi’an were embedded
within a worshipping community whose faith was enacted through prayer, chant, and
sacrament. The Holy Qurbana stands at the heart of that tradition.

We are deeply grateful to His Holiness Mar Awa III, Catholicos-Patriarch of the Assyrian
Church of the East, for granting his imprimatur to this Chinese edition. His support affirms
the ecclesial significance of this work and strengthens the historical bond between the
contemporary Church of the East and its earlier presence in China.

It is my hope that this volume will serve not only scholars, but also clergy, students, and
readers interested in the encounter between Syriac Christianity and Chinese civilization. May
it encourage further study, deeper appreciation, and renewed reflection on the theological and
spiritual legacy of the Dongfang Jingzhong.

Dr. David Tam

Director

Hong Kong Institute of Jingjiao Studies
23 February 2026
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Translator’s Notes

These notes explain the background, textual basis, translation principles, methodology, and
intended use of the revised Chinese translation of the Holy Qurbana.

The first edition of this translation was prepared primarily on the basis of an English
liturgical text and was used during celebrations of the Holy Qurbana held in Xi’an and Hong
Kong in 2012, presided over by Mar Awa (then Bishop of the Diocese of California of the
Assyrian Church of the East, now His Holiness Mar Awa III). In June 2013, the translator
presented this version at the Salzburg Jingjiao Conference. The translation was received
positively, and participating scholars expressed the hope that a future version might be
translated directly from the Syriac original. Encouraged by this response, the translator
subsequently undertook sustained study of the Syriac language in order to engage the source
text more directly and to deepen his understanding of its semantic structure and liturgical-
theological dimensions. In 2020, he completed the Advanced Syriac Language Program at
Beth Mardutho: The Syriac Institute. Building upon this linguistic training and earlier
scholarly feedback, he then proceeded to produce a new translation directly from the Syriac
original.

The present revision is based primarily on Lawrance L. Namato’s edition, 7The Order of the
Holy Qurbana according to the Liturgy of Mar Addai and Mar Mari (revised edition, 2009),
which is widely used within the Assyrian Church of the East. The Syriac text reproduced in
this translation is transcribed from that edition, with diacritical pointing and phonological
markers appropriately reduced for ease of reading. The original Syriac title, =i<s i
.o siacy, May be rendered literally as “The Order of the Holy Offering of the
Mysteries.” For the sake of brevity and in accordance with established Chinese usage, this
translation adopts the simpler title “Holy Eucharistic Liturgy.”

The present revision is guided by a set of interrelated principles. First, priority is given to
fidelity to the Syriac original, with careful attention to its semantics and grammatical
structure. Where the original text admits more than one plausible interpretation, semantic
openness is preserved rather than prematurely narrowed. At the same time, this translation
consciously continues the sacred nomenclature and theological vocabulary found in Tang-
dynasty Jingjiao texts as the normative Chinese ecclesial register for the Church of the East.
Terms such as Tianzun (Lord), Yishen (God), Cifu (Merciful Father), Mingzi (the Son),
Shizun (Lord), Mishihe (Christ), Yisu (Jesus), and Jingfeng (Holy Spirit) are retained in order
to preserve historical continuity and naturalness within the Chinese linguistic context. The
expression Dongfang Jingzhong, drawn from the Jingjiao Stele, denotes the collective body
of Christians east of the Roman Empire under the pastoral and jurisdictional oversight of the
Catholicos-Patriarch, that is, the Church of the East.

With regard to liturgical correspondences, the opening acclamation of the Holy Qurbana
corresponds to the Gloria in excelsis Deo. The Tang Jingjiao hymn Sanwei Mengdu Zan has
long been recognized as a Chinese rendering of the Gloria, and its line “ 4 3 X F 4 %,
A E AL LA is semantically equivalent to the Syriac original; it is therefore adopted in
order to preserve continuity with Tang liturgical tradition. The Trisagion, which occupies a
structurally central position in the Syriac text, likewise retains a parallel, hymn-like form
inspired by Tang Jingjiao sources. On the lexical level, the Syriac term ~slsa mdassi
(“the four quarters of the world”) in the fifth qanona of the Anaphora corresponds
conceptually to the expression “four quarters” (%9 77) in the Jingjiao Stele. In the Nicene
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Creed, the Syriac verb .aanre (“to be raised up”) is rendered in the translation as £ % & (“to
be hung high,”) in continuity with the Dunhuang manuscript Yishen Lun, which likewise
describes Christ’s crucifixion without explicitly naming the cross, but rather in terms of
elevation.

In terms of liturgical function, the translation pays close attention to rhythm, parallelism,
recurring formulae, and dialogical structure, so that it may serve both as a faithful rendering
of the original and as a text suitable for practical liturgical use. Sentence length is moderated
for public recitation, and frequently recurring formulae are rendered in stable and
recognizable forms in order to facilitate congregational familiarity and participation. Core
doctrinal themes, including the Trinity, the Incarnation, salvation, and the sacraments, are
expressed consistently throughout. Expressions shaped by the theological habits of other
Christian traditions are deliberately avoided in favor of respecting the inherited
terminological system of the Church of the East. Stylistically, the translation maintains a
dignified and restrained tone: where the Syriac is concise, the rendering remains succinct;
where the original unfolds with rhetorical development, the translation follows its cadence
without embellishment.

Methodologically, this revision followed a structurally oriented and sequential approach. The
liturgical text was first subjected to a comprehensive structural analysis in order to identify its
principal divisions and internal order. The present Table of Contents represents the result of
that analytical work. Its major divisions include the Opening of the Liturgy, the Liturgy of the
Word, the Preparatory Prayers and Proclamations before the Anaphora, and the Anaphora
itself as the central Eucharistic Prayer, together with the rites of peace, epiclesis, fraction,
communion, and concluding blessings. Within this overall framework, each section was
translated directly from the Syriac original, with particular attention to dialogical sequence,
liturgical function, and theological coherence. English versions were consulted only as
secondary witnesses to verify semantic clarity and fluency, and never as the primary
translation base. Artificial intelligence—assisted tools were used solely for provisional
phrasing, comparison of parallel formulae, and detection of inconsistencies. All such
suggestions were individually reviewed, and final responsibility for linguistic expression,
theological accuracy, and liturgical suitability rests entirely with the translator.

It is the translator’s hope that this work may assist Chinese-language readers in approaching
and venerating the East Syriac liturgical tradition more deeply. Should more suitable
renderings emerge through future use or further textual collation, the translator remains
willing to revise the text while maintaining fidelity to tradition and terminological continuity.

The revision and finalization of this translation benefited greatly from the generous review of
several senior scholars in the field of Jingjiao studies. They offered valuable comments on
translational methodology, terminological choices, and a number of key passages. I wish here
to express my particular gratitude to Professors Zhu Donghua, Niu Ruji, and Ge Chengyong,
who served as special advisers to this project and assisted in reviewing both the translation
and the accompanying methodological discussions. Their corrections and suggestions have
significantly strengthened the precision of the language, the grasp of historical context, and
the overall scholarly rigor of this work.

Dr. David Tam
23 February 2026
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